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% : The Chinese are adepts in the art of taking the kingdom of heaven by storm.
Thus, when rain is wanted they make a huge dragon of paper or wood to represent
the rain—god, and carry it about in procession; but if no rain follows, the mock-—
dragon is execrated and torn to pieces. At other times they threaten and beat the
god if he does not give rain; sometimes they publicly depose him from the rank of
deity. On the other hand, if the wished—for rain falls, the god is promoted to a
higher rank by an imperial decree.—ChapterV THE MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER
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